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Quote of the month.

One of the most sincere
forms of respect is
actually listening to
what another has to say.

- Bryant McGill
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Back issues of the newsletters can be viewed on the web at
http://www.merrijig.com.au/html/local news.html

Some articles in this newsletter may be picked up by the Mansfield Courier so consider this if you are
submitting stories you could be sensitive about sharing with the community wider than Merrijig.

| f youor e Justiaeiof thefPeacea
Laurie Jacob, Buttercup Rd 0439 280 333
Catherine McNish, Sawmill Settlement0429 482 309

Merrijig Defibrillators are located at Merrijig Motor Inn &

McCormack Park
The procedure in case of an emergency where a person is possibly having a heart
attack is to dial Triple Zero. The call takers at Triple Zero have the location of the
Merrijig AED registered and will advise the caller of its location if that is the closest
unit to your location. McCormack Park unit is located in the machinery shed of the
Motorbike Track. If it is the Merrijig Motor Inn should be contacted by phone.
The motor inn phone number is 5777 5702.
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A date for your diaries already,
The Merrijig FireReady
Dance date has been set

for Saturday, October 12.

No excuses for not having
enough notice this year!
Stay tuned for the band

announcement.



https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/December-2018
file:///D:/Users/Adele/Downloads/2019-Monthly-Calendar.docx%23February_2019

Sad time right on Christmas

Wendy Walsh passed away on D&¢2she had been in declining health for
the last year but being Wendshebattled on regardlessever being one to

give intoo easily She had reluctantly accepted the need for assisted living and
had only moved into BindareRetirement homeat the end of October.

Wendy set up her life in Merrijig with her husband Jimmy and they ran a dairy
on the bend on Mt Buller Rd opposite where the Merrijig Motor Inn now

stands. They supplied fresh milk to the district with Timber top school being
their biggest customer. The aple had 4 children Joy, Gael, Ellen and Doug

who all loved growing up in Merrijigthey eventually were forced to give up

the dairy andbuilt a new home oppositeon the site of the motor innThe

marriage did not last but the friendship between Wendylalimmy did, and
although not living together as a couple it was pleasant to be with them both.
The new house was a place where locals were welcome to pop in for a visit. As
gl a 2SYReQa dzyAlG Ay alyaFAStRO®

Wendy (Figgis) was a school girl during WW2ragélled having to dig

trenches around her school, in an inner city suburb. When she was old

enough to leave school she volunteered for the Land ARPwgsibly this is

‘ where she developed her love for the country life style.

Part of her life in Merrijigvas being one of the first women to step up and work for the Merrijig Rodeo. She
and a band of other local women donned aprons and manned the food stall. Then as the years went by she
also manned the souvenir stand along with her motheno we all only kew as Mrs Figgis. If it were not for
women like Wendy, stepping up and volunteering at each Rodeo, this event would never have lasted so well
and done so mucgoodfor the Merrijig and wider communityWendy was also heavily involved in the
MerrijigHat O2 YYA G 0SS RdzZNAYy3I GKS mMpTnQas COsheivgdtied SR (2
instigator of the Loo Warming Party when the addition of internal toilets was first added to that a8
same time ashe rugged old kitchen with its wood fire stoaad rough wooden benchesas upgraded.

The sympathies of everyone who knew Wendy go todhddren andgrandchildren. She will be sadly missed.
One of ler last big trigwas up to Queenslanavhere two ofher children now liveto celebrate her baby
turning 50.Another adventure marked off her bucket list was a trip to Longreach with Gagbrtunately,
recentlyshe did not feel well enough to travel agamQueenslandor her granddaughter Jamie S S Q &
wedding.

| SNJ tAFTS 61 & OStSoNIGSR | a"ptick thher bddy Being ifitelnedayd f LI
Mansfield Cemetery.



For another Merrijig Family a much happier time.

Wel coming the newest member of-yéngelrgx Chfford Pukalr r i e
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TRRORGS ot daml|| ssapomonny;

Four generations Geat Grandma Velma One very happy Grandfather Greg
Grandma Kerrie, Tex being held by Daddy Glenn
with happy mummy Bec looking on

Tex was born on Dec 16" to parents Glenn and Bec,his second name is in honour of his great
grandfather Clifford Neely.
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Whoos doing what

That cute little red head who had a go at
being the announcer at Merrijig Family Fun
Day two years in a row has finally become a

teenager. Being born on Christmas Day has
never worried Ailish, she feels privileged to
share her birthday with Jesus@her little sister
only gets to shares her birthday with her big
cousin.)




On SaturdayDec 221 eheod d] > ] 1T éNo
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of England and included a host of rockers and even a couple
kb ! g nau Thadodtumeswlre ghocolate coated
when the wind sprayed chocolate from the chocolate '
fountain, but the milkshakes and fairy floss were big hits along
with hot dogs and party pies pifiata and treasure hunts.

Allishcdamsoda *kaoj Np na] hlsheisbesya
happy to be a teenager now and is looking forward to
Secondary College.

The Christmas day menu never includesPlumb pudding zitis
ice cream cake.

o, J V.o

The Mill Inn
Trading hours

SUNDAY FOR THE

MONTH OF JANUARY.

PIC*COLLAGE



Romance is not dead !

Local Merrijig High Country Hotel employee Lizzie

| Shepherd was recently proposed to during her flight to
Canada, at 40,000 feet, over the equator, at 800 Kph with

an outside temp of -52 deg.

She said yes, it would have been a |-0-n-g trip otherwise.

A left Australia with my girlfriend on one of the longest
Fridays | could imagine,06 s ai d romantiad Sha
arrived in Canada with my fiancée.o

Shane went on to say when they had arrived in Canada,

fAfter two and a half months of planning,1 s i mpl y c an
describe the feelings of celebrating our engagement with

beautiful and amazing new friends and catching up with

family | haven't seen for the longest time.o

Now the happy couple are creating some wonderful
memories as they move around Canada which they can
relive as they grow old together.
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HYDRATI ON OMNETRARA JlING

Merrijig and Sawmill Settlement residents and

Sl Visitors to the region will have access to free,
@ award-winning tap water thanks to a new

i Permanent Hydration Station.

! The station was installed by Goulburn Valley
Water at its Upper Delatite Water Treatment Plant,
near the Cartero6s Rd picn

It was installed this month in recognition of the

i pl antds win at the Water
~Associationds | XOM Best T
Victoria competition in 2017.

Goulburn Valley Water District Manager South

East Tony Nolan encouraged people to make use
of the hydrati onthedMerdjigg i on
area.

AOur water has been recog
% best in Australia, and is testament to the work that

*N happens at our plant to create safe, great-tasting

- tap water, o0 he said.

:"'ﬁTap water is also cheape
water and is better for the environment and your
hip pocket, so webre enco

choose tap. o

Goulburn Valley Water will be working with communities across our service area to install hydration
stations in towns with drinking water, as part of a commitment under our 2018-23 Price Plan.

An expression of interest process for the next round of installations will open early next year.

A map of Permanent Hydration Stations can be found at
www.gvwater.vic.gov.au/community/choosetap

By Jenna Bishop Direct: 03 5832 4860
Communications Officer Mobile: 0436 418 011
Goulburn Valley Water Email: JennaB@gvwater.vic.gov.au
PO Box 185 Shepparton 3632 Web: www.gvwater.vic.gov.au
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Many local people are heading to the

MOUNTAIN CATTHEMENGS GET TOGETHER
over the hills in Oxley

A snapshot of the action of the Cattlemen's Cup 2018. Winner Troy
Nicholls. Who will it be for 2019 at the Get Together Festival at Oxley?

OSpots filling up and strictly limited. Online entries and tickets at
mcav.com.au

v ) Towuin | .____“’}’t:i -9
——n = . :
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Oxley Recreation Reserve
Oxley, Victoria
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MCCUVRMACK'S 'MI]UNTAIN VALLEY TRAIL RIDES

2 HOUR.1/2 DAY, DAY T0 CRAIGS HUT, UVERNIGHT & LUNGER

. MUUNTAINVALLEYTHAILRIUES COM. AU R
There are events for young riders to - ' 2 o, -

participate in!

Proud sponsors

) ) _ Cattlemen's Get Together Festival 2019 Oxley
Parent or guardian will be required to

a o g o (o] yOU (o] Ii e tic y 2 \:.\\ 0
Got elallls] ketS et McCOR

MounTain vaLLEY

Appropriately fitted gear, PCAV approved riding helmet and suitable riding boots. Safety first and
judges have discretion.

Open to Get Together campers and day attendees. Online day and camp tickets for adults available
at MCAV.com.au

https://www.mcav.com.au/
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January 2019 Message:

:.:.: Merrijig CFA

CFA LiQa Kz2io t NBLI NB @2dzNJ LINRPLISNI & TFT2NJ FAN

OnBoxing DayMerrijig CFA wasalled outat about 6pm. Seven volunteers turned out to
what, thankfully, was a false alarm, a bit of smoke seen and reported by a watchful

YSAIKO 2 dzNIp LGQa 3J22R G2 (y2¢ ‘ JS FNB 1SSLAyYy3
AFL star shares fire experience

Do you think a house fire wouldn't happen to you? AFL Collingwood Football Club player Steele
Sidebottom shares his experience of losing his home to a fire sparked by a fridge in his outdoor area.
Paste this address into your browser and hear his story.
https://lwww.facebook.com/cfavic/videos/1099051856924408/

Fire happens, have a plan.

We always welcomaew CFA membersvomen aml men. If you are interested ring our Captain, Pete
Bowker, on 0407 305 480, or Brigade Secretary Ross May on 0400 868 456.

Doné6ét forget t o fFacébbokwSedrdnér AenroygMedipg Runal Fire Brigade,
https://www.facebook.com/Merrijig-Rural-Fire-Brigade-2170055226571790/? tn =%2Cd%2CP-
R&eid=ARCCw7VvR5Ivhk6DwGs UzOtbfWRVLaUgddEtFt0A5i92hx20nyuFSEAbFxGcsIESvghP9NGe

8oFrv25d

Interesting facts and figures on
Bushfires & deaths from bush fires

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-12-27/bushfire-
history-australia-data-saving-lives/10606144

Some thoughts come to mind from reading this
article.

One being that at the ti me
deaths, people had been instructed that they would
be safer to stay in their locked down house than to

10
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Point 2, many of the properties destroyed were in areas where there were caveats on removal of
trees, some homes were log cabins built with eucalyptus trees growing against them or a few steps
away. These are the trees that explode when heated. These properties did not have a hope of

t he
been disproven.
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surviving. This preservation of the trees where

homes are built was also a huge factor in the loss of
life and property. T We must learn from experience
and taking into account with this report -100 years of

experience 7 hopefully we will have learned

something.

How to plan for a bushfire emergency

Be prepared and stay alive this summer: Find out

what you should do before, during and after a
bushfire emergency.

ounmunerume
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Ure your pet has

p[ ||y|'

and change it
through the day

Add ice cubes

Keep itr

hot days.

2ally oo

nKeep |
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ow and

go go

Think about pets in the heat

ol water

regularly

on &x

3 [0 water (o

ira

bhadc

on't let pets s ut ir
Lrong sun, o I‘ dave
itches, runs, kennels or

Cages in direct suniight
Make 3

Ure there |5 always

ACCE44 10 plenty of shade

Sunblodk

uid

have sunblock applied to

Like humans, pets sh

sun-sensitive areas such as

the tips of the sars

Make sure you use a pet

friendly sunscreen

’Hoi Cars

e 1EAVE YOUTr D&t In the

car, not even with the

windows open
vehicles heat up incredibly
fast, even if you park in the

shate

’ .
Evercise
Walk ',(.g-.
evening This

will not only

prevent them overheating In

the daytime sun, but als

stop paws from getting

burned on hot road surfaces

In the morming or

Fur

Brush your pet more ofter
sumimer to ge trid

W matted fur

uring the
If left, excess fur could
contribute to overneating
and fur balls

Hcalau okie

LLOSSIve ‘||l| |IIL' extreme
l_l./ih 0, distress and

collapse are signs of

heatstroke

Seek immediate vetennary

Assistance If your pet has

goo
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Alex $ Dad Jokes

How do you cut the ocean in half?
A sea -saw...

What sits on the bottom of the sea and shakes?
A nervous wreck.

What do you call children living in the capital city of Belgium?
Brussels sprouts

My annoying friend asked me if | wanted to camping this weekend
, GHFOLQHG WKH RIITHU KHYV MXVW WZR LQ WHQWYV

Why did the 'A' go to the bathroom and come out as the 'E'?
Because he had a vowel movement.

}Pe Vv[S }% & S DZ/ u Z]v .U punus d~ E

| dondét often tell Dad Jokes
But when | do, he usually laughs
@unuz LOL
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